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March 2, 2020 

 
Dear Fort Lee Public School Community, 

 
We continue to make progress on the preparatory phase in the Fort Lee School district in light of the 

outbreak of Coronavirus.  The following items have been addressed: 

 

• On February 2, 2020, an update from the New Jersey Department of Health was posted on our 

district website at www.flboe.com about the current outbreak of the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (2019-

nCoV) and the potential impact to the school community and appropriate steps to help to mitigate any 

risks.  This information can be accessed by clicking on the link:  

https://www.flboe.com/news/novel_coronavirus_2019_updates 

• On February 2, 2020, a School Messenger was sent out to parents and staff linking to the update 

from the New Jersey Department of Health advising parents or staff to go directly to the Fort Lee Health 

Department website at https://www.fortleenj.org/178/Health or call 201-592-3500 x1510 with any 

questions or concerns. 

The following links were also shared in the email: 

For more information: 

• Centers for Disease Control and Prevention website at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/ 
• New Jersey Department of Health website at 

https://www.state.nj.us/health/cd/topics/ncov.shtml 

https://www.nj.gov/health/cd/topics/schoolhealth.shtml 

 

• I have contacted the Fort Lee Department of Health to request regular updates respective to the 

Coronavirus. We are actively monitoring this emerging situation and planning for its potential impact 

on our community. Although there are no reported cases in our area and the CDC’s Situation 

Summary updated February 29, 2020 indicates that the current immediate health risk from COVID-

2019 is considered low, it is always prudent to take precautionary measures and establish a plan of 

action. This year there is the added concern of the Coronavirus, however, health experts are 

reporting they are more concerned with a more severe flu season. Our increased efforts  will help with 

either scenario. 

• Previous communication regarding COVID-2019 can be accessed on the district website or by 

clicking on the link to the Fort Lee Health Department at  https://www.fortleenj.org/178/Health. 

•  

What we have been doing: 

• Disinfecting all areas from once per week per classroom to a minimum of twice a week. 

• Reminding students to wash their hands. 

• Providing hand sanitizing dispensers.  

• Wiping down surfaces as part of our daily cleaning as well as cleaning "high touch" areas nightly and 

during the day when possible. 

http://www.flboe.com/
https://www.flboe.com/news/novel_coronavirus_2019_updates
https://www.fortleenj.org/178/Health
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/zOn-nl-4y9DPAM7SdhwR3w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgGdDdP0QzaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuc3RhdGUubmoudXMvaGVhbHRoL2NkL3RvcGljcy9uY292LnNodG1sVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAF2dOF7gr33XUhFzYWl0a2VuQGZsYm9lLmNvbVgEAAAAAQ~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/gfJkZWPwD9NJ5EQdSWvAkQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRgGdDdP0Q2aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cubmouZ292L2hlYWx0aC9jZC90b3BpY3Mvc2Nob29saGVhbHRoLnNodG1sVwdzY2hvb2xtQgoAAF2dOF7gr33XUhFzYWl0a2VuQGZsYm9lLmNvbVgEAAAAAQ~~
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/summary.html
https://www.fortleenj.org/178/Health
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• Increased Use of Clorox /Lysol wipes by cleaning staff and peroxide wipes have been distributed to 

all classrooms. 

• Use of “dual bucket” cleaning:  one container for dirty and one for clean pads. 

• Use of the districts air scrubber / Odorox machines. 

• Review and oversight of cleaning procedures in conjunction with the cleaning service supervisors.  

 
What we all can be doing: 

• Avoid contact with people who are sick and keep your children home when they are sick. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 

seconds. If soap and water are not available, use hand sanitizer. 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue and then throw it in the trash. 

 
We will follow NJDOH and CDC for updates and keep you informed. At the present time, the NJDOH does 

not recommend the closure of schools. The closure of schools would only be made in consultation with 

public health officials, the DOE and district medical personnel. Students who have traveled back from 

areas in the world that have been heavily impacted have volunteered to quarantine for a designated time. 

 

The administrative team met to discuss options to deliver instruction in the event that we close schools. 

We are confident that the district can provide effective instruction to the students through various on-line 

and electronic resources. If this becomes necessary, parents will receive additional information.  

 

Finally, the district will always act in the best interest of our students and staff. I ask everyone to try to 

remain calm and read through my past communications for important information. The worst reaction we 

can have is panic. I hope that all this planning and worry are for nothing. 

 

We wish you all the best of health!  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kenneth Rota 

Superintendent of Schools     

 

Sharon Amato, Ed.D. 

Assistant Superintendent of Schools 

 

 


